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Happy New Year! Welcome to
“hetrh MARTYN’S MUSIC 3!
you receive this, our new music (]

volunteer teachers, Chris and

Niamh, will be starting their year’s This spectacular event in September
stay in Nairobi. We’ll be following was attended by a number of other
their progress. We hope you enjoy special guests including our old and
reading about our other many and new music volunteers and another of
varied activities as well! Martyn’s Starehe pupils, Alex Kigari.
We were also pleased to welcome
Thank you for your continued Sir Nicholas Winterton and the new
support of Martyn’s Trust, which minister of Macclesfield Methodist
is absolutely vital in enabling us to Church, Rev Howard Stringer,
achieve our aims. both of whom played a crucial role
in overcoming severe last minute
Stephanie Donaldson difficulties in the travel arrangements
Friends Co-ordinator of our visitors from Nairobi. Without

their efforts at very short notice,
things could have worked out quite
differently!

The audience was treated to a musical
InStru ments I.o selection box, including excerpts from
f ° ‘Joseph’, ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ and
A " cu ‘Pirates of Penzance. Our special

guest stars included Paul Connor and

We have been very successful at Steve Clayton, who brought the house

collecting musical instruments, down with their stirring performances!

books and sheet music to send out to
Starehe Girls’ School, whose current
musical provision stands at one flute

The concert raised around £1500 for Trust funds, from ticket money and of course the
ever-popular raffle, organised by Anne Grundy with her usual flair!

and a piano...

Donations have been received from M DMT'S N ew Ai ms

around 20 people in the local area
who responded to adverts in lo-
cal shops and also from the staff at
Birmingham Conservatoire.

Earlier this year it became clear that the Trust needed to revise its three aims, to enable
us to widen our support to Starche Girls’ Centre and other organisations. Our new
aims, which have been registered with the Charity Commission, are as follows:

. International: to support (a) the general education of disadvantaged African young
Unfortunately we are experiencing

some difficulty in finding a way of
sending the instruments to Kenya
safely and inexpensively, owing to

people. In particular (b), African young people’s musical development and the musical
opportunities offered them.

National: to support the work of Music for Youth by offering financial assistance to its
events and activities as required. Music for Youth organises the annual National Festi-
val in July and following this event the Schools Proms in November.

the huge rise in fuel prices.

We are currently investigating alter-
native companies to fly them out. If . L .

omp il . Local: to support musical activities in the Macclesfield area by (a) sponsoring com-
anyone is able to assist with this we

ill be happy to hear from you munity arts projects, (b) sponsoring concerts by young musicians embarking on their
w .

professional careers, (c) providing quality instruments on a loan-free basis for promising
young performers.
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New Music Volunteers

In January, our second volunteer music teacher, Chris Walters, will arrive
at Starehe Boys’ Centre to continue the excellent work started by Matthew
Brookes. We are also delighted to say that we are able to send a first
volunteer to the newly-opened Starehe Girls’ Centre, Niamh Molloy. We
asked Chris and Niambh to tell us why they applied for the post and what they

hope to achieve:

“I left music college in 2002, and since
then I've been living and working in
London, teaching and playing in a variety
of musical settings. I've enjoyed much
of what I've done over the last four years,
and since it may well be the kind of thing
I'll be doing for my whole working life, I
thought that now, while I'm still young
and not tied down, might be a good time
to try something completely different.
When I saw the advertisement for the music
volunteer’s job at Starehe Boys School, 1
immediately felt it was something I wanted
to pursue. W!Py ==
I hope that my time at Starehe will first and h“sMatt :;S ax;{d
. rooks
foremost be an exciting adventure. Ialso
hope that it will be a character building,
enlightening experience. And I hope that the skills I'll take with me will be of
use and interest to the boys at Starehe.”

Chris Walters

“..Jam from a small seaside
town called Malahide which is
north of Dublin, Ireland. I went
to school there and studied music
at the Royal Irish Academy in
Dublin and the Royal College of

Music in London.

Music has always been a part of
my life. I started piano lessons
aged three and took up the
cello aged nine. I have played
with many orchestras including
the European Union Youth
Orchestra from 2002-05 and
latterly in London with the
Southbank Sinfonia. I have performed in great concert halls in Europe and a far

|
® Niamh and Starehe Girls
Naom & Anna

away as Sao Paulo in Brazil and St Petersburg in Russia.

I love travelling and am very excited to see Africa for the first time. I also love
teaching and am looking forward very much to meeting all my new students.

It will be lovely to have the opportunity to concentrate on what I can offer as a
teacher without the distraction of having to prioritise my playing commitments.”

Niamh Molloy

National Festival of
Music for Youth
Awards

In July 2006 MDMT once again sponsored
two of the awards presented at the prestigious
National Festival of Music for Youth, in the
Senior Choirs and Jazz (Schools) category. St
Aidan’s Chamber Choir from Harrogate once
again picked up the Highly Commended choral

award.

Jazz combo ‘Mister Parson’s Project’ were
presented with the Outstanding Performance
Award by David Kisiaky, representing the Trust,
who made a memorable and inspiring presenta-
tion speech commented on by many of those
present. We welcomed ‘Mister Parson’s Project,
from Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Wake-
field, to Macclesfield in November,

when they wowed the audience with

their amazing improvisatory skills

and toe-tapping rhythms. The

concert raised around £700 for

Trust funds.

Music for Youth
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All Hallows Starehe
Sponsorship

MDMT Friend Nicky Campbell reports that
All Hallows Catholic High School continues to
sponsor the education of Erik, a pupil at Starehe
Boys’ School. In order to raise funds for this
endeavour, years 12 and 13 held a Fancy Dress
event on Children In Need Day and collected
donations from around the school.

This is the second year that All Hallows pupils
have supported Erik, who keeps in touch with
the school with updates on his progress.




