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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Bring out your mini skirt, brush off your flares and zip up your platform boots!  MDMT 
is holding a very special fund-raising 60s theme dinner dance at the Tytherington Club on 
Sat 10th March, following the enormous success of our Celebrity Auction at the same venue.  
A stunning dinner will be followed by a raffle with a difference (the prizes include Carol 
Smillie’s signed ‘Strictly Come Dancing ballroom shoes, to give you a taster!!) and then 
dancing to a Beatles Tribute band.  Book the date now, as ticket information and further 
details will be with you shortly.

MARTYN’S MUSIC 3!

Swinging 60’s Dinner Dance!
Saturday 10th March 2007, Tytherington Club, Macclesfield
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Happy New Year!  Welcome to 
our first newsletter of 2007.  As 
you receive this, our new music 
volunteer teachers, Chris and 
Niamh, will be starting their year’s 
stay in Nairobi.  We’ll be following 
their progress.  We hope you enjoy 
reading about our other many and 
varied activities as well!

Thank you for your continued 
support of Martyn’s Trust, which 
is absolutely vital in enabling us to 
achieve our aims. 

Stephanie Donaldson
Friends Co-ordinator

This spectacular event in September 
was attended by a number of other 
special guests including our old and 
new music volunteers and another of 
Martyn’s Starehe pupils, Alex Kigari.  
We were also pleased to welcome 
Sir Nicholas Winterton and the new 
minister of Macclesfield Methodist 
Church, Rev Howard Stringer, 
both of whom played a crucial role 
in overcoming severe last minute 
difficulties in the travel arrangements 
of our visitors from Nairobi.  Without 
their efforts at very short notice, 
things could have worked out quite 
differently!

The audience was treated to a musical 
selection box, including excerpts from 
‘Joseph’, ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ and 
‘Pirates of Penzance.  Our special 
guest stars included Paul Connor and 
Steve Clayton, who brought the house 
down with their stirring performances!

The concert raised around £1500 for Trust funds, from ticket money and of course the 
ever-popular raffle, organised by Anne Grundy with her usual flair!

Our friends from Bollington Brass Band return by popular demand to give a summer 
concert of music from the shows on Sat 16th June.  The concert will also feature the fantasti-
cally-talented Sean Martin, an 11-year old Eb bass player with the band, who now plays on 
a new instrument donated by MDMT.

Ticket information to follow but put the date in your diary.

Bollington Brass Band
Saturday 16th June 2007, Macclesfield Methodist Church

Instruments to 
Africa
We have been very successful at 
collecting musical instruments, 
books and sheet music to send out to 
Starehe Girls’ School, whose current 
musical provision stands at one flute 
and a piano… 

Donations have been received from 
around 20 people in the local area 
who responded to adverts in lo-
cal shops and also from the staff at 
Birmingham Conservatoire.

Unfortunately we are experiencing 
some difficulty in finding a way of 
sending the instruments to Kenya 
safely and inexpensively, owing to 
the huge rise in fuel prices.

We are currently investigating alter-
native companies to fly them out.  If 
anyone is able to assist with this we 
will be happy to hear from you.

MDMT’s New Aims
Earlier this year it became clear that the Trust needed to revise its three aims, to enable 
us to widen our support to Starehe Girls’ Centre and other organisations.  Our new 
aims, which have been registered with the Charity Commission, are as follows:

International: to support (a) the general education of disadvantaged African young 
people.  In particular (b), African young people’s musical development and the musical 
opportunities offered them.  

National: to support the work of Music for Youth by offering financial assistance to its 
events and activities as required.  Music for Youth organises the annual National Festi-
val in July and following this event the Schools Proms in November.

Local: to support musical activities in the Macclesfield area by (a) sponsoring com-
munity arts projects, (b) sponsoring concerts by young musicians embarking on their 
professional careers, (c) providing quality instruments on a loan-free basis for promising 
young performers.

Congratulations!
To Trustee Chris Brown and our great 
friend and supporter Claire Willis, who 
announced their engagement in the 
summer and will marry in Sept 2008.

To David Kisiaky and his fiancée Ales-
sandra, who were married in Nairobi 
on 17th December.  A honeymoon 
safari in Kenya was followed by a trip 
to Italy to spend time with Ale’s family.  
We wish them much happiness in the 
future and hope to celebrate with them 
in Macclesfield on their return!

To MDMT Friends Kathryn and Peter 
Houlihan, who celebrated their Silver 
Wedding in the Summer.

Live Music Now! at 
Christmas
As part of our local aim, MDMT has sponsored two special Christmas concerts in Macclesfield, 
organised by Live Music Now!  This organisation, founded by Yehudi Menuhin, aims to give 
young professional musicians at the start of their careers the chance to take music into places it 
may not normally be heard: community centres, prisons, hospitals, hospices, old people’s homes 
etc.

The Christmas concerts were given by Eleanor Turner, a harpist aged 24 from Lincolnshire. She’s a 
scholar of the Royal College of Music, where she won the harp prize. She made her London debut 
at 15 with the Academy of St Martin in the Fields at the QEH. She is a regular concerto soloist 
with the English Baroque Ensemble. She gave two concerts in Macclesfield on behalf of MDMT - 
at the Stroke Rehabilitation Centre and Peatfields Day Centre for people with learning difficulties.

Sadly two of our original Trustees have had to resign this year for work and location reasons.  
We would like to thank Lis Murphy and Jane Silvester for their sterling work on behalf of 
MDMT and we know they will continue to be strong supporters of the Trust.  We are de-
lighted to welcome two new Trustees, Julie Johnson and Steve Smith, and are really looking 
forward to working alongside them.

MDMT’s New Trustees
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Starehe Girls’ visit to Macc
National Festival of 
Music for Youth
Awards
In July 2006 MDMT once again sponsored 
two of the awards presented at the prestigious 
National Festival of Music for Youth, in the 
Senior Choirs and Jazz (Schools) category.  St 
Aidan’s Chamber Choir from Harrogate once 
again picked up the Highly Commended choral 
award.

Jazz combo ‘Mister Parson’s Project’ were 
presented with the Outstanding Performance 
Award by David Kisiaky, representing the Trust, 
who made a memorable and inspiring presenta-
tion speech commented on by many of those 
present.  We welcomed ‘Mister Parson’s Project, 
from Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Wake-
field, to Macclesfield in November, 
when they wowed the audience with 
their amazing improvisatory skills 
and toe-tapping rhythms.  The 
concert raised around £700 for 
Trust funds.

All Hallows Starehe 
Sponsorship
MDMT Friend Nicky Campbell reports that 
All Hallows Catholic High School continues to 
sponsor the education of Erik, a pupil at Starehe 
Boys’ School.  In order to raise funds for this 
endeavour, years 12 and 13 held a Fancy Dress 
event on Children In Need Day and collected 
donations from around the school. 

This is the second year that All Hallows pupils 
have supported Erik, who keeps in touch with 
the school with updates on his progress.

New Music Volunteers
In January, our second volunteer music teacher, Chris Walters, will arrive 
at Starehe Boys’ Centre to continue the excellent work started by Matthew 
Brookes.  We are also delighted to say that we are able to send a first 
volunteer to the newly-opened Starehe Girls’ Centre, Niamh Molloy.  We 
asked Chris and Niamh to tell us why they applied for the post and what they 
hope to achieve:

“I left music college in 2002, and since 
then I’ve been living and working in 
London, teaching and playing in a variety 
of musical settings.  I’ve enjoyed much 
of what I’ve done over the last four years, 
and since it may well be the kind of thing 
I’ll be doing for my whole working life, I 
thought that now, while I’m still young 
and not tied down, might be a good time 
to try something completely different.  
When I saw the advertisement for the music 
volunteer’s job at Starehe Boys School, I 
immediately felt it was something I wanted 
to pursue.
 
I hope that my time at Starehe will first and 
foremost be an exciting adventure.  I also 
hope that it will be a character building, 
enlightening experience.  And I hope that the skills I’ll take with me will be of 
use and interest to the boys at Starehe.”

Chris Walters

“...I am from a small seaside 
town called Malahide which is 
north of Dublin, Ireland. I went 
to school there and studied music 
at the Royal Irish Academy in 
Dublin and the Royal College of 
Music in London.

Music has always been a part of 
my life. I started piano lessons 
aged three and took up the 
cello aged nine. I have played 
with many orchestras including 
the European Union Youth 
Orchestra from 2002-05 and 
latterly in London with the 
Southbank Sinfonia. I have performed in great concert halls in Europe and a far 
away as Sao Paulo in Brazil and St Petersburg in Russia.

I love travelling and am very excited to see Africa for the first time. I also love 
teaching and am looking forward very much to meeting all my new students. 
It will be lovely to have the opportunity to concentrate on what I can offer as a 
teacher without the distraction of having to prioritise my playing commitments.”

Niamh Molloy

In September we were privileged to welcome 5 pupils from Starehe Girls’ School, Jane, Anne, 
Vivian, Naom and Zainab, along with their teachers Jane and Franklin.  The girls delighted 
audiences at ‘Martyn’s Music 3’ with their colourful singing and dancing, peforming tribal 
songs from around Kenya.  But what did they think of us?!  Here are some of their thoughts:

Starehe Boys 
Exam Successes
Three students entered by Music 
volunteer Matt Brooks for the As-
sociated Board exams of the Royal 
Schools of Music not only passed 
but with one merit and two distinc-
tions! There follow very brief ex-
tracts from 3 happy music students 
who wrote to thank MDMT and all 
its supporters and friends.

David Njogu received a merit for 
piano at Grade 4 and commented in 
a thank you letter to MDMT ‘the 
immense help given to me by Matt 
Brooks made the long hours in 
practice easier. My profuse thanks 
to the Martyn Donaldson Music 
Trust for giving me the opportunity 
to sit the exam, material to aid in 
preparation  and availing an excel-
lent teacher to help me through.’ 

John Maina obtained a distinc-
tion at Grade 4 piano and says ‘My 
ABRSM experience was fantastic! I 
always thought the exams were for 
the affluent kids who are introduced 
to the piano at a very early age. I 
thank the Martyn Donaldson Mu-
sic Trust for the financial assistance 
it offered me. I would be grateful if 
they extended their aid in coming 
years! My thanks to Mr Matthew 
Brooks who was a great help to me. 
God bless them all.’

Moses Aran took Grade 4 trumpet 
and passed with distinction. He 
describes how he spent time practis-
ing the piano accompaniment to his 
trumpet pieces but still found time 
to get the trumpet up to scratch! He 
says ‘my dreams are that if possible I 
would like to go on with the exams 
and finish grade 8 trumpet with 
distinction and after that begin the 
exams for the piano. I am really 
grateful to the Martyn Donaldson 
Music Trust and may you continue 
to offer support to young musicians 
and in the end the whole world will 
be musical I hope!’

JANE writes ‘I could hardly believe I was going to 
fly to the UK until I arrived at the airport. The flight 
was scary especially the landing. London was a very 
beautiful and glamorous city. The destination was 
Macclesfield... and while there, we were to live in 
different families and truth be told my family was 
just the bomb! They were a young couple who had 
an adorable 8 month baby boy, a fluffy cat and a 
three legged dog. They had a whole library of videos 
and all sorts of books. They kept feeding us and I 
am sure I must have added some pounds! We went 
to the biggest mall in the UK and actually had to 
use a map... it was just fantastic! The climax was the 
trip to the underground caves. It was freezing cold - 
we went up a hill and saw the King Solomon Tower. 
It was so windy up the hill that when I spread my 
arms I actually felt like I was floating.’

VIVIAN writes ‘My trip to the UK was an 
undreamable dream that came true. I had never 
stepped into an airport... this was the happiest 
moment in my life. I thought I was dreaming and 
inwardly I was overjoyed. Time came for us to board 
the plane and truly I went numb! At Heathrow I was 
caught by another surprise... it was so big compared 
to Jomo Kenyatta Airport. The journey to Mac-
clesfield was very enjoyable, the roads were well 
managed - there were no potholes and the view of 
the landscape was quite admirable. In Macclesfield 
the place I liked most was the Mayor’s chamber. 
It was beautifully arranged with a lot of statues. 
I’m really grateful to the family I was staying with 
because they made me feel at home. They took me as 
one of their grandchildren and treated me with a lot 
of care and love. They were really hospitable and I 
do appreciate. I did enjoy the concert at the Church. 
It was full of life and fun. The performances were 
superb. Truly speaking I never wanted the concert 
to come to an end. Thanks to MDMT for making 
my dream come true.’

ANNA writes ‘The trip to the UK was a good 
God-given privilege. The most encouraging part 
was that I participated in a fund raising concert 
for our school. The people were very welcoming, 
understanding and social. I enjoyed my stay there 
and thanks a lot to my hosts. The concert was the 
most exciting moment. Listening to music is one 
of my best hobbies. Here I heard it all both vocal 
and instrumental. The hall was packed to capacity 
beyond my imagination. It reached a time that I 
even wished that our days spent there was a concert 
each day! This made me believe that music was 
really born in us and it will live forever. We had a 
heavy escort to the railway station for our return 
journey where we parted with our hosts. It was such 
a moving moment and exciting also because East or 
West home is best! We were warmly welcomed home 
by everyone.

NAOM writes ‘It was a great privilege for me to 
travel to the UK in Sept 2006. I learnt so much 
starting from the departure to the arrival back in 
Kenya. I enjoyed my first time to travel by air very 

much. I was entertained - watching movies and lis-
tening to music. I enjoyed the meals too! The people 
in the UK I found very loving and caring. What 
amazed me most was that when I lost a suitcase in 
the flight, it was like I never lost it because my hosts 
made sure I never missed basic personal items. The 
hosting family took us as part of their family. We 
enjoyed meals and talking together and the drives 
around Macclesfield and the surrounding areas. 
The place is so green and clean. The land looks 
too beautiful to be imagined. There were well kept 
flowers around houses and the roads were smooth 
and the transport system so efficient. I wondered 
why there weren’t traffic police all along the roads 
as in Kenya. The road users simply followed traffic 
lights and signs. I enjoyed seeing people sing in the 
concert - on the journey back I had the chance to 
travel by a power train! My sincere gratitude go to 
the MDMT for inviting us and taking care of all 
our travelling needs, my music teacher, my a school, 
my parents for allowing me to go, and I thank the 
hosting families for the care they gave us.’

ZAINAB writes ‘My trip to the UK was my first 
time to use the aeroplane as a means of transport. 
It was an unforgettable experience. In London I 
alighted at the biggest airport I had ever seen. We 
had a beautiful view while taking the adventurous 
trip from the airport to Macclesfield. I stayed with 
a loving and caring family. I had a lot of fun with 
them. The environment of Macclesfield was well 
kept, the roads were beautiful and the people kind. 
I adore that place because of the good nature of the 
people. The food was a little different to ours. It was 
delicious and it made me get to wonder how people 
got to be on diets! I was able to perform in front of 
many people. I have never had such a welcoming 
and cheering audience in my life. Every trip I made 
to the shopping mall, the Mayor’s chamber, the 
Poole’s Cave, All Hallows High School, the Queen’s 
Palace in London were marvellous. All the moments 
were precious to me and I will never forget. The 
caring family I was with always have a place in my 
heart and the people who made it possible for me to 
go there. I have not enough words to thank them.’

(These are edited extracts as there is not enough room to 
print all the letters in full.)

Chris Walters and 
Matt Brooks

Niamh and Starehe Girls 
Naom & Anna


